
WEEKLY BULLETIN 5 Info for St Nic’s Parents & Carers      2nd   
October 2020  
 
 

‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.’  
Matthew 11:28 

 

 
1. COMMUNICATION 

• Website: please check the website for answers to any queries before contacting the office. 
• Emails: use office@stnm.org.uk to contact the school with queries. 
• School Office: parents and carers should not enter the foyer unless they have a pre-arranged                             

appointment. Please refer to the school website for information or email / phone if you have any queries                                   
01273 454470. 

• Calendar: term dates, upcoming events etc. This can be filtered by year group to help you find dates                                   
relevant to you. Follow the link for instructions on how to use or subscribe to the calendar. 

• Letters / Emails sent home this week: Click on the link to see past letters: 
➢ Parent/Carer Governor Vacancy – nominations to be received by Tuesday 6th October 
➢ Y5 Rainbow Theatre Workshop – A Child in Ancient Greece (em) 

http://www.stnicolasmary.w-sussex.sch.uk/page/?title=Letters+Sent+Home&pid=56 
 

2. INFORMATION ABOUT UPCOMING EVENTS 
● Monday 5th October – Winter Uniform to be worn: all children should be wearing winter uniform                               

from Monday 5th October. Please click on the link or go to the website for the uniform policy: uniform                                     
policy. 

● Thursday 8th October – Christmas Cards order deadline: don’t forget to place your order online                             
and return the artwork to school by Thursday 8th October. 

● Friday 9th October – Harvest – non-uniform day: non-uniform day in exchange for a suggested                             
donation of £1, which will be split between the Off The Fence Trust and Turning Tides. Many thanks for                                     
your support.  

 
3. WORSHIP & ETHOS 

● Music assembly: the children watched a video from the Sussex Academy of Music yesterday which                             
demonstrated different musical instruments.  Please see the flyer on page 3 for more information. 

● Awesome Assemblies: This week’s assembly is Fruits of the Spirit: #3 Grapefruit Peace please click on                               
the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8FV3BDa9hek&safe=true  

 
4. ADMISSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2021: the application process for children who will be starting primary                           

school in September 2021 opens on Monday 5th October. Parents/Carers must apply online at                           
www.westsussex.gov.uk/admissions by 15th January 2021. If you are applying for a place at St Nicolas & St                                 
Mary school you must also complete the Supplementary Information form and Church Form (if relevant)                             
which can be found on our website: Admissions Information for September 2021  

 
5. UNIFORM: as the weather gets colder and we are keeping windows/doors open for ventilation in the                               

classrooms, children may wear a full-zip, navy blue fleece, preferably with the school logo over their                               
jumper/cardigan. 

 
6. MARATHON KIDS: We are really excited to announce that we have restarted Marathon Kids in our                               

school. This free running programme encourages children to get active together and develop a passion for                               
sport, improving not only their physical wellbeing but enhancing their mental health too. We have challenged                               
the children to 'Run a Marathon' by July and the PTA have funded lovely medals for all those achieving it. The                                         
children are up for the challenge and have been out there running laps at lunchtime and in PE. Already, five Y4                                         
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children have been awarded their 10.6k badge for running the equivalent of a quarter marathon. Altogether,                               
the children have run over 634km with Y4 leading the way – we are particularly impressed with Mr Mac who                                       
has been out there running with his class. We are excited to see who will be our Marathon runner this year                                         
after Jonty achieved it last year. 

 
7. HEALTH & SAFETY 

● Dogs: Please can you ensure that any dogs at the main gate are secured in the correct area and kept under                                         
control near the premises as some of our children are anxious around them. Thank you. 

● Hexagon: We designed and built the ‘Hexagon’ in Summer 2009 with the help of Mr Tel and the PTA.                                     
Unfortunately the decking has succumbed to rot and is no longer safe. Although you can still sit around the                                     
edge, please do not let any children go into the middle. We hope to replace it at some point in the future                                           
– with  another parent working party! 

 
8. HEALTH & SAFETY – CORONAVIRUS 

● Getting tested: to book an appointment or order a home kit please go to                           
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or call the NHS on 119 if you have problems using the internet. 

● Be vigilant and careful: it is everyone’s responsibility to be aware of government guidance and to keep                                 
up-to-date with changes. We are relying on parents, carers and staff to be vigilant and careful. Please                                 
check the government website for information and updates https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus  

● Seating Arrangements: We have had several parents querying seating arrangements in classrooms,                       
which are a little different and in pairs at this time due to the vitally important safety restrictions caused by                                       
the pandemic. Please be reassured that teachers consider the children's pairings very carefully and are                             
constantly reviewing how things are working and making changes where necessary. Pairings will change at                             
different times throughout the year to allow pupils to work with different partners. 

● Self-isolating and Home Learning: if your household is self-isolating and your child is absent from                             
school, home learning materials can be found on the class pages on the website.  
- Reception: Pupils > Early Years Foundation Stage > Reception > Home Learning > Weekly activities 
- Year 1: Pupils > Key Stage 1 > Year 1 > Y1 Home Learning for Self-isolation 
- Year 2: Pupils > Key Stage 1 > Year 2 > Y2 Home Learning for Self-isolation 
- Year 3: Pupils > Lower Key Stage 2 > Year 3 > Home Learning > Home Learning for Self-isolation 
- Year 4: Pupils > Lower Key Stage 2 > Year 4 > Home Learning > Self-Isolation Home learning 
- Year 5: Pupils > Upper Key Stage 2 > Year 5 > Home Learning > Y5 Self-isolation guide 
- Year 6: Pupils > Upper Key Stage 2 > Year 6 > Self-Isolation Home Learning 

 
9. West Sussex Five to Thrive Partnership: your child’s body grows better when you give your child good                                 

food. Your child’s brain develops better when you respond, cuddle, relax, play and talk with them every day.                                   
This is evidence-based research around attachment between young children and their carers. What happens                           
to your baby shapes their brain, and the most important thing that happens to your baby is you! To find out                                         
more about Five to Thrive, click on the following link: 
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/support-for-families/developing-your-babys-brain/  
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Neither the Governors nor West Sussex County Council support or recommend the advice, products or services offered nor the organisations offering 
them.  Individuals should satisfy themselves on the suitability of any of the advice, products or services and on the nature and standing of these 
organisations (or any mentioned in this bulletin or any other publication). 

 



 

 


