
WEEKLY BULLETIN 03 Info for St Nic’s Parents & Carers Friday 17th September 2021

Have a great weekend.

Mr Lincoln, Mr Etherton & the Senior Leadership Team

1. COMMUNICATION
● Website: please check the website for answers to any queries before contacting the office. Information about

the school day, attendance & absence, medical issues, uniform, food & drink can be found under the Parents &
Carers tab.  Bulletins and letters can be found under Parents & Carers > News & Events

● Emails: please use office@stnm.org.uk to contact the school with queries.
● Calendar: term dates, upcoming events etc (can be filtered by year group). Follow the link for instructions on

how to use or subscribe to the calendar.
● Letters/Emails sent home this week: click on the link for past letters:

http://www.stnicolasmary.w-sussex.sch.uk/page/?title=Letters+Sent+Home&pid=56
➔ All: Flu Immunisation

2. DATES AND UPCOMING EVENTS: The following dates have been added to the school calendar. More
information about them will be sent out in due course.
● Y5 & Y6 Harvest Service at St Mary de Haura: Monday 27th September
● Y3 & Y4 Harvest Service at St Giles’ Church: Thursday 30th September
● Parent Consultations: weeks commencing 11th October and 18th October. Dates and times to be confirmed.
● Prayer Space Week: Monday 1st November - Friday 5th November
● Y1 Hedgehog Visi t: Wednesday 9 th November
● St Nicolas’ Day Service: Monday 6th December
● KS2 Carol Service at St Mary de Haura: Wednesday 15th December
● INSET Day: Friday 27th May

3. NO NUTS: We would just like to remind you that we are a completely nut free school. Please do not send
your child in with any items of food that contain nuts, this includes peanut butter sandwiches.

4. INDIVIDUAL PHOTOS FRIDAY 24th SEPTEMBER: Please send your child in with their school jumper and
looking smart in their correct uniform ready for their individual school photo on Friday. We will send out more
information about sibling photos next week.

5. RECRUITMENT: We are currently looking to recruit a Premises Assistant. Duties would include minor
maintenance and basic DIY, light grounds maintenance, managing cleaning supplies and general caretaking duties and
opening up the building in the morning and locking up at the end of the day. The days/hours per week are
negotiable. Further information and the application form can be found at
www.westsussex.gov.uk/living/jobs/working_for_us/teacher_recruitment/school_job_search.aspx
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6. UNIFORM: Please ensure your child is wearing the correct school uniform to school. Trainers, leggings and boots
are not allowed. Jumpers, cardigans and polo shirts need to have the school logo on. The uniform policy can be
found here on the school website: https://www.stnicolasmary.w-sussex.sch.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=21

7. CLUBS: We are pleased to be able to run school and external clubs again! All the details can be found on the
Extra-Curricular Activities page on the school website. Teacher led clubs will be starting on Monday 20th September.
If your child would like to join an external club please contact the club directly.

8. PARKING:
● Parking: yet again, we find ourselves having to ask all parents and carers to be considerate when dropping

off/picking up their children. We are extremely concerned that some parents/carers are repeatedly parking on
the zig zags, in the school bus zone, up on the kerb and in front of residents’ drives. Do not park in these
places – it is dangerous and puts all our children at risk, as well as causing congestion on the road. There is
parking available over at Buckingham Park or on nearby roads. PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE park carefully
and considerately. The school will not hesitate to report such incidents to the police. This includes dropping
off/picking up from the Octopus and Starfish clubs and any other after school clubs.

● Reporting bad or inconsiderate parking: Anybody can report bad or inconsiderate parking by going to
www.operationcrackdown.org You just need to include the registration number, make and model of car, location
of the incident. We would encourage any parent/carer who witnesses dangerous parking to report it
immediately.

● Staff car park: Could we please remind you that parents/carers must not use the staff car park unless they
have been given prior permission to do so. The car park is extremely busy with staff arriving/departing, visitors
and deliveries. Please make sure you always use the footpath between the hedge and the fence when coming in to
the school. Could you also please let any other members of your family know. Thank you.

9. SICKNESS
● Sickness & Diarrhoea: please do not send your child to school if they are unwell. Although we wish to

encourage good attendance, children who are ill must stay at home. Please note in particular that if a child has
had sickness and/or diarrhoea they must not come back to school/nursery until 48 hours after the last bout of
vomiting/diarrhoea.

● Unsure if your child is well enough to attend school? It can be tricky deciding whether to keep your child
off school when they're unwell. Please refer to www.nhs.uk/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school for some helpful guidance.

● Studybugs: If you haven’t already registered, please follow the link below to start using the free
absence-reporting app called Studybugs to report your child’s absence from school: www.studybugs.com (Ctrl and
click to follow the link).  Thank you.

10. OCTOPUS CLUB: From next Friday there will be an additional 10 slots available for Breakfast Club on Friday
mornings only. The offer is available to book via Squid.

11. SECONDARY SCHOOL OPEN DAYS
● St Andrew’s CE High School: open evening, Wednesday 22nd September. Doors open at 4.30pm,

presentations at 4.45pm, 5.45pm and 6.45pm. You can book a space at one of these by clicking here.
● Davison CE High School for Girls: open morning, Thursday 23rd September. There is no need to book. The

school prospectus can be found here.
● Shoreham Academy: open evening, Thursday 23rd September, from 4pm. One-hour time slots to tour the

school must be booked via the Academy website www.shoreham-academy.org
● Our Lady of Sion: open morning, Saturday 25 th Sept. Email admissions@sionschool.org.uk to book a place.
● Cardinal Newman: open day, Thursday 7 th October. To book go to https://www.cncs.co.uk/open-day/

12. CORONAVIRUS – IMPORTANT INFORMATION
● West Sussex advice for parents, carers and pupils: www.westsussex.gov.uk/backtoschool
● DfE guidance: the DfE has also produced a leaflet on returning to school: Return to primary school leaflet

13. ST NICOLAS CHURCH JUNIOR CHOIR: The chair has relaunched and they are looking for children from age
5 to join them for practice on Fridays 6-6.30pm in St Nicolas Church. The choir is led by our organist Becky
Matthews and supported by our other organist and senior choir director Lena Urqhuart. The Junior Choir helps to
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lead singing at our Family Service on the 1st Sunday of the month. Please get in touch if you would like to give it a
try. Come and sing and have a good time! Get in touch with me for further info.

14. THANK YOU: We really appreciate all those who donated garden canes and/or volunteered for our residential
trip to Truleigh Hill. Do look out for a newsletter special about this - coming soon!

15. SCHOOL CENSUS, THURSDAY 7th OCTOBER: It is vital that we secure the full level of funding to which we
are entitled for Free School Meals. The government provides funding for each child that has a free school meal on
the two census dates in October and January. If your child is entitled to a free school meal (including all children in
YR, 1 and 2) they will be offered a hot meal on these dates, therefore they do not need to bring in a packed lunch. If
your child has a dietary requirement that Chartwells are not already aware of please follow the link to read the West
Sussex Special Diet Process which includes a form to return to Chartwells, otherwise you need take no further
action (please see the Children’s Choice Menu attached to the bulletin).
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Neither the Governors nor West Sussex County Council support or recommend the advice, products or services offered nor the organisations offering them.
Individuals should satisfy themselves on the suitability of any of the advice, products or services and on the nature and standing of these organisations (or any

mentioned in this bulletin or any other publication).
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