
WEEKLY BULLETIN 3 Info for St Nic’s Parents & Carers      18th   
September 2020  
 
 

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self control. Against such things there is no law.."  

Galatians 5: 22-23 

 
1. COMMUNICATION 

• Website: please check the website for answers to any queries before contacting the office. 
• Emails: please use office@stnm.org.uk to contact the school with queries. Email remains our main form of                               

communication and we receive a huge amount – we will endeavour to respond as soon as possible. 
• School Office: parents and carers should not enter the foyer unless they have a pre-arranged appointment.                               

Please refer to the school website for information or email / phone if you have any queries 01273 454470. 
• Calendar: term dates, upcoming events etc. This can be filtered by year group to help you find dates relevant to                                       

you. Follow the link for instructions on how to use or subscribe to the calendar. 
• Letters / Emails sent home this week: Click on the link to see past letters: 

http://www.stnicolasmary.w-sussex.sch.uk/page/?title=Letters+Sent+Home&pid=56 
 

2. INFORMATION ABOUT UPCOMING EVENTS 
● Individual Pupil Photographs – Friday 25th September: individual pupil photos will be taken next Friday                             

25th September in school. Unfortunately, due to the current situation we are unable to take any sibling                                 
photographs this year to prevent bubble cross contamination. However, Yellow Photography is offering a 25%                             
discount to parents with siblings in school which will be applied when ordering. If you have a child in Little Fishes                                         
Nursery who does not normally attend on a Friday you are welcome to bring them in at 9.30am to have their                                         
photo taken.  Please wait on the Cherry Tree Playground outside Little Fishes Nursery..  

 
3. WORSHIP & ETHOS 

● Awesome Assemblies: this term, Mr Etherton will be uploading one awesome assembly each week. Today’s                             
assembly is Fruits of the Spirit: Strawberry Love, please click on the link:                         
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rC76_qZqAGo&safe=true We will no longer text links to our assemblies so                     
do ‘subscribe to Awesome Assemblies’ and allow notifications if you want to watch them at home. 

 
4. ARRANGEMENTS FOR AUTUMN 2020 SURVEY: thank you to all parents and carers for so efficiently                             

completing the survey! If anyone hasn’t yet completed it please do so by Monday 21st September using this link:                                     
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSertfGX28E6d6yiJnE4DjiPhPNPQYgSwYTqEGsAvJisJk3ElA/viewform?usp
=sf_link 

 
5. DROP-OFF and PICK-UP ARRANGEMENTS: we would like to thank all parents and carers for their                             

understanding and support over the last few weeks with the new routines for dropping off and picking up. We                                     
realise it is not always easy when you have more than one child, however, we hope you appreciate the necessity of                                         
these arrangements.  We will continue to monitor how it all works and tweak as necessary! 

 
6. CHRISTMAS CARDS! The children have been busy creating Christmas cards this week and will be bringing home                                 

their artwork today.  Please ensure you order online and return the artwork to school by Thursday 8th October. 
 

7. SCHOOL CENSUS DAY, Thursday 1st October: it is vital that we secure the full level of funding to which we                                       
are entitled for Free School Meals. The government provides funding for each child that has a free school meal on                                       
the two census dates, 1st October and 21st January. If your child is entitled to a free school meal (including all                                         
children in YR, 1 and 2) they will be offered a hot meal on these dates, even if they do not normally have a hot meal;                                                   
so they do not need to bring in a packed lunch on this day. The menu is at the end of this bulletin. You do not                                                   
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need to take further action unless your child has a dietary requirement that Chartwells are not aware of – please                                       
read the West Sussex Special Diet Process which includes a form to return to Chartwells. 

8. HEALTH & SAFETY 

● NO NUTS! Please remember that we are a “no nuts” school. Do not send in any food items that contain                                       
nuts or nut products.  We do have children with severe nut allergies.  

● Packed Lunches: children need a named plastic lunch box which they put onto a trolley at the start of the                                       
day. Please note that the following is NOT allowed: glass bottles or jars, fizzy drinks, sweets and chocolate,                                   
foods containing nuts or nut products or hot drinks/soups in a flask. At school we encourage healthy eating                                   
and encourage children to have a healthy balanced lunchtime meal. If your child has a nut allergy or any other                                       
food allergy, please make sure this is noted on the Medical Form. Children are encouraged to compost waste                                   
such as apple cores and fruit skins. We do not allow children to throw away uneaten or half eaten food as it is                                             
important for parents to know what their child has or has not eaten. Some new reception and nursery                                   
children take a long time to eat their lunch so please ensure that they can open all their food                                     
packages/containers; have food that they are familiar with and like; and, don’t have too much to eat! 

● Tesco car park: could we please remind you not to use the Tesco car park for dropping off / picking up.                                         
Tesco’s have always been very tolerant of parents using their car park but it is getting exceptionally dangerous                                   
with cars not parking in actual bays and driving too fast in and out. Please consider using Buckingham Park or                                       
surrounding roads, remembering to park considerately and safely. 

 
10. HEALTH & SAFETY – CORONAVIRUS 

● Keep your distance! Please be very mindful about keeping your 2m distance from other parents/carers,                             
children and staff. This not only reduces the risk of infection but also reduces the number of people who will                                       
be required to self-isolate if they have been in ‘close contact’ with someone who has been on site and                                     
subsequently develops symptoms/confirmed case of coronavirus. 

● Leave promptly and do not linger! To help with social distancing, compliance with coronavirus guidelines                              
and congestion, please do not congregate on the playground and chat in groups – this week it has been quite                                       
congested around the main foyer area and at the end of the footpath. It is vital that you drop off/pick up your                                           
child and leave the playground immediately via the gate near the main office.  Thank you. 

● Getting tested: the NHS number for getting tested has changed from 111 to 119. The fastest way to get a                                       
test result is to go to a testing site. You will need a pre-booked appointment or you will not be given a test.                                             
You can also order home test kits to be sent directly to you. To book an appointment or order a home kit                                           
please visit: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test   

● Everyone’s responsibility: could we please remind you all that it is everyone’s responsibility to be aware of                                 
government guidance and to keep up-to-date with changes. We are relying on parents, carers and staff to be                                   
vigilant and careful. We have had a lot of queries regarding isolation and we hope the table below will help                                       
you.  Please check the government website for information and updates https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus  
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Neither the Governors nor West Sussex County Council support or recommend the advice, products or services offered nor the organisations offering 
them.  Individuals should satisfy themselves on the suitability of any of the advice, products or services and on the nature and standing of these 
organisations (or any mentioned in this bulletin or any other publication). 

 


