
 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 10 Info for St Nic’s Parents & Carers                13th November 2020  
 
 

‘For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the water covers 
the sea’ Habakkuk 2:14 

 

 
1. COMMUNICATION 

• Website: please check the website for answers to any queries before contacting the office. 
• Emails: use office@stnm.org.uk to contact the school with queries – please include your child’s class. 
• School Office: parents/carers should not enter the foyer unless they have a pre-arranged appointment.                           

Please refer to the school website for information or email / phone if you have any queries 01273 454470. 
• Calendar: term dates, upcoming events etc. This can be filtered by year group to help you find dates                                   

relevant to you. Follow the link for instructions on how to use or subscribe to the calendar. 
• Letters / Emails sent home this week: Click on the link to see past letters: 

http://www.stnicolasmary.w-sussex.sch.uk/page/?title=Letters+Sent+Home&pid=56 
 

2. INFORMATION ABOUT UPCOMING EVENTS 

● Prayer Week – Coats needed on Wednesday 18th November: Please can you ensure your child has                               
a coat in school as the weather is turning colder. On Wednesday 18th November we will be doing a                                     
reconciliation/sorry activity with the children as part of the Brighton and City Mission's virtual prayer week.                               
For this activity the children need access to a zip and so it would be great if they could use their coat (if it                                               
has a zip) or else bring in a zipped top for the purpose! Thank you for your support. 

 
3. HEALTH & SAFETY – CORONAVIRUS – IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

● Getting tested: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or call 119. 
● Positive test result: we have a dedicated email address for you to advise us if you receive a positive test                                      

result for your child (or yourself if you have been volunteering in school or if you consider that pupils or                                       
school staff have been in close contact with you), which will be monitored over weekends and holidays so                                   
that prompt action can be taken: positivetest@stnm.org.uk Please use this address for this purpose only.                             
Emails about all other matters should continue to be sent to office@stnm.org.uk   

● Tracing contacts: If faced with a race to trace multiple contacts and get messages out, it is likely that the                                       
full class of the pupil testing positive would be asked to stay at home for one day. This would mean that any                                           
potential risk of transmission, amongst other school members, was stopped instantly whilst contact-tracing                         
took place. This would allow us to work out exactly who needs to self-isolate. 

● Self-isolating and Home Learning: if your household is self-isolating and your child is absent from                             
school, home learning materials can be found on the class pages on the website. 

 
4. WORSHIP & ETHOS – Awesome Assemblies: next week’s assembly is Fruits of the Spirit: #7 Orange                               

Faithfulness which will be uploaded soon! https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVs_954b4yEOTi5sAhKhGKw  
 

5. VOLUNTEERS: Sadly, due to lockdown, we have had to suspend all volunteer placements until it ends, which                                 
will hopefully be by December. This does not include those students who are working through universities and                                 
colleges. We would like to thank all of our volunteers for all their hard work this term and also those who                                         
were scheduled to start in the coming weeks. 

 
6. SEA LION STAFFING: next Wednesday, Mrs Christy will be starting her maternity leave. Ms Cleaver                             

will be taking over and teaching the class on a Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and Mrs Westcott will                                   
continue teaching the class on Thursday and Friday. We are very fortunate that Ms Cleaver is a very                                   
experienced teacher and knows the class exceptionally well as she has been supporting them since September.                               
We are pleased to announce that Miss Jenkins will be supporting the class as their TA - Ms Jenkins has been                                         
volunteering in their class so already knows the children. 
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7. RECRUITMENT: After 27 years valuable service to the school Mrs Colley is going to be leaving us at                                   

Christmas to start her well-earned retirement. We will really miss her and the amazing service she has given to                                     
the school over the years. She is looking forward to spending quality time with her grandchildren and spending                                   
more time in the garden! We are therefore looking to recruit for two roles: Clerk to the Governors and an                                       
Administrative Assistant to start in January 2021.  Please see the adverts in this bulletin. 

 
8. OCTOPUS BREAKFAST CLUB: please note that children booked into the Breakfast club must arrive by                             

8.20am if they require a breakfast. 
 

9. UNIFORM DONATIONS: thank you very much for all the uniform donations this week – we have enough                                 
to keep us going for a while now so please don’t bring anymore in as we don’t have the space to store it! 

 
10. REQUEST FROM BLUE AND GRAY WHALE: if you have any children’s football kits or dressing up                               

shoes (for their shoe shop) that you no longer use, Reception would be very grateful!  Thank you. 
 

11. READING 
● Reading Challenge: please follow the link below to join an exciting Reading Challenge! From the English                               

Team. https://readingagency.org.uk/children/news/join-the-winter-mini-challenge-and-become-a-reading-hero.html 
● Reluctant Readers: please see the link below about Reluctant Readers. Why not have a go with your                                 

child this weekend? Good luck, the English Team. https://www.lauracandler.com/12-ways-to-motivate-reluctant-readers/ 
 

12. BLUE PETER on YouTube: Blue Peter is the longest running kids TV show in the world and it has just                                       
launched Blue Peter on YouTube Videos have been uploaded that are suitable for 5-11 year olds including                                 
world record breaking challenges, arts and crafts, environmental videos, cooking and baking how tos,                           
inspirational films, gaming, celebrity appearances, dance routines and music performances. It also features ways                           
of getting a Blue Peter badge, behind the scenes footage and extra content about the presenters Adam, Lindsey,                                   
Mwaksy, Richie and Henry the Blue Peter dog. If you are interested in this, please subscribe to                                 
https://www.youtube.com/bluepeter - (it’s completely free to subscribe!) and don’t forget to watch the live                           
programme on CBBC at 5.30pm every week, or on BBC iPlayer.  The Blue Peter Team! 

 
13. CHRISTMAS! 

● PTA Christmas Hampers: as in previous years, we are asking if you could donate a                             
themed gift, towards the year group Raffle Hamper boxes. These have become a                         
popular prize to receive at our last two fayres and look amazing. Each year group has a                                 
box to collect your donations in which are turned into beautiful hampers for the Raffle. 

● PTA Christmas Raffle: we already have some fantastic raffle prizes, including cases of                         
wine, cash prizes and gift vouchers for local stores and health and beauty, but do let us                                 
know if you, your friends or family are able to donate anything - hairdressing, ironing,                             
gardening, hampers, vouchers, tickets, anything you can think of! Please sell as many tickets as you can and                                   
return the stubs, money and unsold tickets to the office by Wednesday 9th December. Of course, if you                                   
need more tickets please ask. There will be a lockable box outside the foyer for you to return your ticket                                       
stubs and money.  See the flyer on page 4 for the wonderful prizes to be won! 

● Wiston Light Up Trail Poster Competition: Wiston Estate is running a competition for schools to                             
win £2,500 for their art department. Students just need to design a poster for the Light Up Trail and                                     
upload it to their website. The winning student will win a family ticket to the event along with £2,500 for                                       
the school’s art department. Please see the flyer in this bulletin or click on the links for more information.                                     
https://www.lightuptrails.com/   https://www.lightuptrails.com/competition 

● Chartwells Christmas Dinner – Wednesday 16th December: if your child is in Years 3, 4, 5 or 6 and                                     
they would like to have a Christmas dinner on this day, you need to book a meal for them online (menu on                                           
page 5) https://westsussex.mealselector.co.uk/  The deadline to book is Sunday 6th December. 
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14. CHARTWELLS – The Super Yummy Kitchen is launching Series 3 this week! 
● Monday: Brand new child-friendly cook-a-long videos and recipes, with the theme of School Meals! 😃 
● Tuesday: Activity/Informative posts 
● Wednesday: Wellness Wednesday 
● Thursday: Planet A/Sustainability 
● Friday: Food Fact Friday 
School Meals 
● The purpose of the school meals theme is to help reduce stigma of school meals, show how they have                                     

changed over the years to be much healthier, exciting and to bring our love for school meals into family                                     
homes, for children to learn and make themselves. 

● Please share these resources - they are there to be used! 
● We encourage all to take photos/video clips, post them on your own social media accounts and TAG                                 

SUPER YUMMY! There is some really delicious stuff on there. 
Online Links: 
● YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyu3g1IGSmMJAqGQGOJr7M 
● Twitter: @TheSYKitchen → https://twitter.com/TheSYKitchen 
● Instagram: @thesuperyummykitchen → https://www.instagram.com/thesuperyummykitchen/ 
● Facebook: The Super Yummy Kitchen → https://www.facebook.com/thesuperyummykitchen 

 
15. ADMISSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2021: the deadline for applications for children who will be starting                           

primary school in September 2021 is 15th January 2021. Parents/Carers must apply online at                           
www.westsussex.gov.uk/admissions. If you are applying for a place at St Nicolas & St Mary school you must                                 
also complete the Supplementary Information form and Church Form (if relevant) which can be found on our                                 
website: Admissions Information for September 2021  

 
16. OCTOPUS AND STARFISH CLUBS: bookings are available on sQuid for the 2nd half of the Autumn                               

Term. 
● Clubs are booked on a first come first served basis but at present we reserve the right to cancel your                                       

booking with a full refund if the place is required for a vulnerable child or for children of critical workers. 
● Clubs are not available to book on an ad hoc basis, this is to ensure we can continue to keep children in                                           

year group bubbles during this time – this is not manageable if numbers in year groups fluctuate greatly. 
● Please only book for regular days e.g. every Monday in Starfish Club. 
● Four weeks’ notice must be given for cancellation of any bookings (this is in line with other providers). 
● All bookings for the whole of the 2nd half of the Autumn Term must be made by 4pm on Friday 13th                                         

November as sessions will not be available to be booked after this date. 
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Neither the Governors nor West Sussex County Council support or recommend the advice, products or services offered nor the organisations offering 
them.  Individuals should satisfy themselves on the suitability of any of the advice, products or services and on the nature and standing of these 
organisations (or any mentioned in this bulletin or any other publication). 


