
WEEKLY BULLETIN 1 Info for St Nic’s Parents & Carers      4th September     
2020  
 
 

"May he give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed." 
Psalm 20:4 

 
1. COMMUNICATION 

• Full opening update: Please take the time the time to read this document and share the relevant                                 
information with your child. 

• Emails: please use office@stnm.org.uk to contact the school with queries. Email remains our main form of                               
communication and we continue to receive a huge amount – we will endeavour to respond as soon as                                   
possible. 

• School Office: parents and carers should not enter the foyer unless they have a pre-arranged appointment.                               
Please refer to the school website for information or email / phone if you have any queries 01273 454470.                                     
The office will be manned to respond to emails and telephone queries from 8am – 4.30pm. 

• Calendar: term dates, upcoming events etc. This can be filtered by year group to help you find dates                                   
relevant to you. Follow the link for instructions on how to use or subscribe to the calendar. 

• Letters sent home this week: Click on the link to see past letters: 
http://www.stnicolasmary.w-sussex.sch.uk/page/?title=Letters+Sent+Home&pid=56 

 
2. STARTING SCHOOL: We are very excited about welcoming all our children back to school on Monday.                               

We realise things will be very different and we would like to reassure you all that we have been working very                                         
hard to ensure they are coming to a welcoming and safe environment. We will be circulating the Opening                                   
Update for parents and carers today which will also be available on the website. Please read this document                                   
carefully as it contains essential information about the logistics of coming to school and health and safety                                 
processes. Please do check the ‘Returning After Closure’ part of the website for resources to support                               
children’s return.  

 
3. HOME SCHOOL LINK SUPPORT: We are delighted to announce that Ms Thompson will be taking on the                                 

role of Home School Link Worker. Ms Thompson has worked at the school for several years and she has lots of                                         
knowledge and experience supporting children. Ms Thompon will be on the playground every Monday to                             
Thursday morning and can be contacted through the Office. 

 
4. WORSHIP & ETHOS – Assemblies:  

• We are delighted that all our children will be back in school this term. We will not be doing daily ‘Awesome                                         
Assemblies’ as we can do some class assemblies and ‘live’ broadcasts within school. Mr Badger still hopes to                                   
do one Awesome Assembly a week, in addition to some of his new friends (more news on these in following                                       
weeks!)As we will no longer need to text links to our assemblies, please ‘subscribe to Awesome                               
Assemblies’ and allow notifications if you still want to watch them at home.  

 
5. FREE SCHOOL MEALS: Is your child eligible? Free School Meals for children in Years 3 – 6 can provide a                                       

saving for families of more than £450 per year per child. If your child does qualify for Free School Meals                                       
(whether or not you take up the meals), the government will also give our school extra funding, known as Pupil                                       
Premium funding, to help pupils reach their full potential regardless of their background or financial situation.                               
All children who are entitled to Free School Meals bring an additional £1345 into the school budget to                                   
support their learning experiences at school. This vital funding makes a real difference to the quality of                                 
education we offer, enabling us to plan and support learning opportunities for eligible children. Checking                             
whether your child is eligible is quick and easy – just a simple form, click here to go to the Free School Meal                                             
application form on our website (on a mobile phone please scroll to the bottom of the page to find the form).                                         
Alternatively, please email the school office and we will print out a hard copy for you. If you would like any                                         
assistance with completing the form, we are happy to help you and it should take no more than 10 minutes. The                                         
information will be treated in confidence. 

 
6. OCTOPUS AND STARFISH CLUBS 
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• All bookings for the first half of the Autumn Term must be made by the end of Thursday 10th September                                       
and sessions will not be available to book after this date.  

• Once bookings are made, four weeks’ notice must be given for cancellation. 
• Sessions are booked on a first come first served basis – we reserve the right to cancel your booking with a                                         

full refund if the place is required for a vulnerable child or for children of critical workers. 
• Sessions are not available to book on an ad hoc basis, this is to ensure we can continue to keep children in                                           

year group bubbles during this time – this is not manageable if numbers in year groups fluctuate greatly.                                   
Please only book for regular days e.g. every Monday in Starfish Club. 

• We are not able to offer Little Octopus and Little Starfish clubs until further notice. 
 

7. Chartwells Hot School Meals: the autumn menu is available on our website, please click on the link which                                   
will take you to the hot school meals section on our Food and Drink at School page and then click on the                                           
“Chartwells Menu for Autumn 2020” text: Hot School Meals - Chartwells   

 
8. HEALTH & SAFETY 

● Journey to school: If you are travelling to and from school by bike/car via Upper Shoreham Road please                                   
allow extra time as there are gas works in Upper Shoreham Road. These started on Monday 24th August                                   
for approximately three weeks. The work is between the junctions with Park Avenue and Eastern Avenue                               
and there are temporary multi-way lights in place. The lights will be manually controlled between                             
6.30-9.30am and between 2.30-6.30pm to assist the traffic flow. 

● Public Health England’s ‘Better Health’ campaign: PHE has launched a ‘Better Health’ adult health                           
campaign that provides an opportunity for the nation to reset and introduce healthy changes. For many, the                                 
past few months have been a wake-up call, with people realising how precious their health is and                                 
recognising that it is time to get back on track. To support people to live healthier lives, the campaign                                     
provides a variety of tools and apps to help you make healthier food choices, become more active and                                   
prevent future weight gain. One of these tools is the NHS 12-week weight loss plan, providing engaging                                 
content that can be personalised and tailored to the goals and needs of the individual. Click the link to find                                       
out more: https://www.nhs.uk/better-health/  
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Neither the Governors nor West Sussex County Council support or recommend the advice, products or services offered nor the organisations 
offering them.  Individuals should satisfy themselves on the suitability of any of the advice, products or services and on the nature and standing of 
these organisations (or any mentioned in this bulletin or any other publication). 

 


