
 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 14 ​Info for St Nic’s Parents & Carers                11​th​ December 2020  
 
 

‘Rejoice in the Lord always, I shall say it again rejoice  
Phillipians 4:4  

 

 
1. COMMUNICATION 

• Website: ​please check the website for answers to any queries before contacting the office. 
• Emails: ​use ​office@stnm.org.uk​ to contact the school with queries – please include your child’s class. 
• Messages sent from Teachers2Parents: ​please note that you ​cannot reply to any texts or messages                             

sent from the T2P system.  Email ​office@stnm.org.uk​ or phone 01273 454470 to contact the school. 
• School Office: parents/carers should ​not enter the foyer unless they have a pre-arranged appointment.                           

Please refer to the school website for information or email / phone if you have any queries 01273 454470. 
• Calendar​: term dates, upcoming events etc. This can be filtered by year group to help you find dates                                   

relevant to you. Follow the link for instructions on how to ​use ​or ​subscribe ​to the calendar. 
• Letters / Emails sent home this week​:​ ​Click on the link to see past letters: 

http://www.stnicolasmary.w-sussex.sch.uk/page/?title=Letters+Sent+Home&pid=56 
• NEXT WEEK’S EVENTS: 

➔ Monday 14​th December: ​Winter Wonderland Surprise – ssshh, don't tell the children! (children                         
to bring in hat, scarf & gloves!)  

➔ Wednesday 16​th December: ​Christmas Jumper Day – for a £1 donation for Turning Tides                           
children may wear their own clothes to include something Christmassy eg t-shirt, jumper, trousers                           
(no pyjamas or onesies)  

➔ Wednesday 16​th​ December: ​Chartwells Christmas Lunch 
➔ Thursday 17​th​ December, 1 - 3.15pm: ​Dojo Reward Afternoon 
➔ Friday 18​th​ December: ​Break the Rules Day​ (£1 donation for PTA) 

   
2. HEALTH & SAFETY – CORONAVIRUS – IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

● Symptoms: ​It is of extreme importance that if you or members of your household have symptoms of                                 
coronavirus the whole household must immediately go into self-isolation and children in the household                           
should not attend school. Please arrange a test(s) for anyone with the symptoms urgently. This will help                                 
to ensure that in the case of a positive test result, contacts of the person can self isolate promptly to                                       
prevent further spread of infection to the wider community. 

● Getting tested: ​https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test ​or call 119. If having a home test, please use the                           
test as soon as it arrives and return it in the post the same day using a priority postbox.   

● Positive test result: ​please email ​positivetest@stnm.org.uk to advise us if you receive a positive test                            
result for your child (or yourself if you have been volunteering in school or if you consider that pupils or                                       
school staff have been in close contact with you), which will be monitored over weekends and holidays.  

● Tracing contacts: If we are notified of a positive case, it is likely that the entire class, to which a pupil                                         
testing positive belongs, will immediately be asked to stay at home whilst we consider which members of                                 
the school community need to self isolate.  

● Self-isolating and Home Learning: if your household is self-isolating and your child is absent from                             
school, home learning materials can be found on the class pages on the website. 

 
3. WORSHIP & ETHOS: ​Fruits of the Spirit - there are two assemblies to bring all the Fruits of the Spirit                                       

assemblies together, last week’s was #10 Fruit Salad and the second one is #11 Smoothie                             
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVs_954b4yEOTi5sAhKhGKw 

 
4. WINTER SUPPORT GRANT SCHEME​: In November, the government announced extra targeted                     

financial support for those in need over the winter period. The grant is designed to provide direct assistance to                                     
families with children, other vulnerable households and individuals and covers the period from early December                             
2020 until the end of March 2021. FSM-eligible families will be entitled to a £15 voucher per child, per week.                                       
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Parents/Carers will receive a text message and/or email with voucher details on Monday 14​th December. You                               
will receive a £30 voucher for each FSM eligible child to cover the two week Christmas holiday break.                                   
Voucher distribution this time is being managed through Wonde (not Edenred as in the Summer Term).   

 
Those children and families that are not eligible for FSM will be able to access support for food and essentials                                       
via the WSCC Community Hub. The Community Hub can be contacted on 0330 222 7980 and is open                                   
8am-8pm, 7 days a week, and will be operational throughout the Christmas Holiday period. ​More information                                
can be found on the council website. 

 
5. CORRECTION TO LAST WEEK’S BULLETIN: ​last week we congratulated Libby in Reception for                         

coming 3​rd in the Focus Group’s 'Shoreham Skyline' colouring competition. Libby actually came 2​nd and won a                                 
£40 Hobbycraft voucher.  Sorry Libby and well done for doing so well! 

 
6. Y4 SWIMMING: ​we are happy to advise that Year 4 swimming at Lancing College will start on Thursday 7​th                                     

January 2021. Please ensure your child brings in their swimming kit every Thursday morning. 
 

7. CLUBS: ​we are really excited to advise that we will be restarting football clubs in January after school for                                     
years 4, 5 and 6. Signing up sheets will be on the Clubs board next week for children to add their name if they                                               
are interested. We will notify you if your child is / is not given a place. Please see the school website for more                                             
information. 

 
8. OCTOPUS BREAKFAST & STARFISH AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS: ​sessions for the first half of the                           

spring term are now available to book. You will now be able to do ad-hoc bookings and do not need to book                                           
the whole term in advance; however bookings are subject to availability on a first come first served basis. We                                     
will still require 4 weeks notice of any cancellations. 

 
PAYING BY CHILDCARE VOUCHERS: ​If you usually pay by childcare vouchers, please book your                           
sessions and we will send you an invoice in January. Once you have received the invoice, please arrange for                                     
payment, take a screenshot of the confirmed payment and send to ​office@stnm.org.uk​  Thank you. 

 
9. TEMPORARY POP UP CYCLE LANE REMOVAL: the temporary pop up cycle lane along Upper                           

Shoreham Road will be removed imminently so please take care if you have been using the temporary cycle                                   
lanes to travel to and from school. The removal works will involve traffic management that may impact on the                                     
journey to school, works will commence ​Monday 13​th December and should be completed by Friday                             
18​th​ December. 

 
10. CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR THE HOMELESS: this year, for our Christmas Charity project, we will be                             

collecting items (see list below) for Off the Fence who work with homeless people and the Street Community.                                   
Please put any donations in the box by the foyer.  Thank you. 

  
Men's Underwear (Boxers) 

Ladies Underwear (Knickers) 
Thermal Socks (Men's / Women's / Unisex) 

T-Shirts (Men's / Women's / Unisex - in medium across these) 
Shaving Foam / Tooth brushes / Shampoo 

Adult or Baby cleaning wipes 
Deodorant (Men's only at present) 

Bottles of Water 
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11. CHRISTMAS! 
● Chartwells Christmas Activities: ​please click on the link for details about Chartwells                       

Christmas activities competition​ ​Chartwells Christmas Activities  
● Christmas Jumper Sale:​ see flyer below!   
● Emmanuel Church presents an extraordinary musical extravaganza, 'Light In The Dark                     

Place'. A creative film featuring breathtaking performances of traditional and modern                     
Christmas music, telling the story of light shining into the darkness, premiering on YouTube,                           
Sunday 13​th​ December at 8pm. Here's a sneak peek....   ​https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkaVZJtkqx8  

 
 
 

REQUESTS & REMINDERS 
 

12. LITTLE FISHES NURSERY EXTENDED FUNDING: Please can we remind you that in order for your                             
child to access Extended FE in the ​Spring term 2021 their 30 hour code must be ​issued ​or ​renewed by ​HMRC                                         
by 31​st December 2020​. To renew, log in to your childcare account to check your details are up to date, and                                         
reconfirm your eligibility to ensure you continue to be eligible for Extended FE:                         
www.gov.uk/sign-in-childcare-account For any queries please email ​free.entitlement@westsussex.gov.uk or               
phone the HMRC helpline if you are experiencing issues applying or reconfirming on 0300 1234 097 

 
13​. ADMISSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2021: ​the deadline for applications for children who will be starting                           

primary school in September 2021 is 15​th January 2021. Parents/Carers must apply online at                           
www.westsussex.gov.uk/admissions​. If you are applying for a place at St Nicolas & St Mary school you must                                 
also complete the Supplementary Information form and Church Form (if relevant) which can be found on our                                 
website: ​Admissions Information for September 2021 
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Neither the Governors nor West Sussex County Council support or recommend the advice, products or services offered nor the organisations offering 
them.  Individuals should satisfy themselves on the suitability of any of the advice, products or services and on the nature and standing of these 
organisations (or any mentioned in this bulletin or any other publication). 



 

 

 


