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WEEKLY BULLETIN 21 Info for St Nic’s Parents & Carers                                      ♥Friday 14th February 2025♥
 

 
This week we have celebrating the joy that comes from giving and receiving a random act of kindness - and what better 

way to hold this, than on the week of Valentines Day. 

On behalf of everyone at the school- A huge well done to our children for this half term and we wish everyone of our 

families an enjoyable week. 

See you all back on Monday 24th February. 

 

Mr Lincoln and the Senior Leadership Team 
 

 

1. COMMUNICATION 

• Website: please check the website for answers to queries before contacting the office.  General information 
can be found under the Parents & Carers tab.  Bulletins/letters are under Parents & Carers > News & Events. 

• Email: office@stnm.org.uk - please do not email staff directly (unless agreed previously).  

• Calendar: Follow the link for instructions on how to use or subscribe to the calendar. 

• INSET DAYS- Remaining INSET dates: 

- Friday 23 May 2025 
- Friday 27 June 2025 

• Language of the Month: Ahmaric 

• Sign of the Week: Kind. This sign has formed part of our 'Kindness Week' at school 

• Facebook page: facebook.com/stnmschool 

 
2. DATES AND EVENTS: click here for the dates list. 

• Y5 Applesham Farm - Turtles Wednesday 2 April / Terrapins Thursday 3rd April - PLEASE NOTE: Children will 
need to be dropped off at the farm at 9.15am, collected and brought back to school at 12pm. 

• New Vicar for St Mary’s (New Shoreham): We are pleased to share that on the 13th March, the Revd Dominic 
Fenton will be officially take up his role in the Parish. We look forward to inviting him into our school family and 
I know that he is very keen to, as soon as possible, meet the staff and children. 

• STEM Club: Following a very successful introductory session earlier this week, we are very pleased that the 
school will be extending its enrichment opportunities through a STEM club run by STEM Innovations. There will 
be an assembly for the whole school after half term (Monday 25th February) and following this, information on 
how to book a place in the club will be released. 

• Book Week: 3rd – 7th March - Please see the following attachment for more information BOOK WEEK 
NEWS for parents 2025 pdf.pdf 

 
3. REQUESTS, REMINDERS AND GENERAL NOTES 

a. Parent Payments: we received notification last week that sQuid will be ceasing its payment processing services 

on 14 March.  You should receive notification from sQuid that your account will no longer be active after 14 

March.  sQuid is responsible for returning any unused money in a parent’s account to the parent. 

We as a school were planning to move our parent payments system from sQuid to Arbor in September but this 
news means we will be doing this in the next few weeks!  We are working on this transition at the moment and 
will let you know as and when you need to do anything.   
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b. Free School Meals (FSM) – Means-tested FSMs are provided to children whose families meet specific income-

related criteria. If you think your child may be eligible for FSMs and you are not already in receipt of them, please 

apply before the end of March 2025 to ensure your claim and future funding are protected.  Only applications 

processed before 1st April 2025 will maintain transitional protection (see below). 

Transitional Protection Arrangements – From 1st April 2025, the Government's transitional protection 

arrangements for means tested Free School Meals (FSM) will end. Any eligible claims confirmed from this date 

will no longer be protected. This means any child confirmed as eligible for free school meals from 1st April 2025 

will be subject to ongoing checks to confirm continued eligibility. This will not impact any children who are 

already confirmed as eligible. Those already confirmed as eligible will maintain their eligibility until the end of 

their current phase of education. At that point, they will be re-assessed for their eligibility status. This will apply 

to all year 6 moving into year 7 in September 2025. These children will then be subject to ongoing checks to 

confirm continued eligibility. 

For further information and to check your eligibility please click on the following link - 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-school-meals/ 

Please send any queries to the Free School Meals Eligibility Team at fsm@westsussex.gov.uk 

Donation of filling for Bean Bags – Our school is in need of bean bag filling to replenish our current bean bags. 

If you have any extra bean bag filling at home or are willing to donate some, we would greatly appreciate it!  

Please drop any donations off to the school office. Thank you! 

 

4.    SPORTS NEWS - A message from Miss Gullick and Miss Baggs: Wow, what a fantastic sporting start to 2025! This 

term Miss Baggs and I have taken over 50 children to represent the school in various sports.  

      We kicked off the year with a fantastic football tournament with our Year 3 and 4's. The boys really stepped up and 

worked brilliantly as a team and finished a fantastic third overall. Well done to all that took part. 

         Following on from the football we had two of our biggest events of the year, Indoor Athletics. The Year 5 and 6 

event was first. The event consists of running, various jumping events and team relays. All the children performed 

incredibly, and St Nics won many individual events but just missed out on the gold. Congratulations to all. Next it 

was the Year 3 and 4 event (the first ever year 3 and 4 athletic event). Again, the atmosphere was fantastic, the 

children all gave it their best and we saw some incredible performances. Overall, we once again just missed out 

on gold but finished a fantastic second and we are so proud of you all. 

       The final event of the term was a sensational swimming gala. For this event only 8 children could go from Year 5 and 

6, as we have so many fantastic swimmers this was a hard decision. This event was held at Lancing College and 

was a fantastic event. The children gave 100 percent to every race and their hard work paid off as they were 

crowned champions. 

        A big thanks to all the children for their fabulous attitudes and efforts at all our events. Miss Baggs and myself are 

extremely proud. 
 

5.  PTA Golden Ticket Chocolate Bars: Our Golden Ticket Chocolate Bars are back!! Mr Lincoln has chosen a name 

for our chocolate bar after lots of amazing entries and we can reveal this year’s chocolate bar is called….DELICIOUS 

DAYDREAM!!  But the fun doesn’t end there! We need YOU to design the wrapper for our chocolate bar.  Over 

half term we would like you to come up with a design incorporating the name Delicious Daydream. There is a form 

attached to the bulletin to print out at home.  Please make sure you write your name and class and return it to 

the class teacher on Monday 24th February. We will pick our favourite design and this design will be used on all 

our wrappers. There will be prizes for runners up too. Good Luck! 
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To book now sign up here > Book an open morning - Christ's Hospital 
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