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WEEKLY BULLETIN 26  Info for St Nic’s Parents & Carers                                               Friday 28th March 2025

 

 
The school has enjoyed an enjoyable and successful food and fitness week -smoothies are now the drink of choice! 

We are looking forward to our final week before holiday break reflecting on the impact of the Easter Story 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

 

Mr Lincoln and the Senior Leadership Team 
 

 

1. COMMUNICATION 

• Website: please check the website for answers to queries before contacting the office.  General information 

can be found under the Parents & Carers tab.  Bulletins/letters are under Parents & Carers > News & Events. 

• Email: office@stnm.org.uk - please do not email staff directly (unless agreed previously).  

• Calendar: Follow the link for instructions on how to use or subscribe to the calendar. 

• Language of the Month: British Sign Language (BSL).  

• Sign of the Week: Egg 

• Facebook page: facebook.com/stnmschool 

 

2. DATES AND EVENTS: click here for the dates list. 

• Tuesday 1 April 2pm: KS2 Easter Service @ St Mary’s (Note change of original date) 

• Friday 4 April 3.15pm: PTA Easter Egg Hunt. See Poster below for more details 

• Tuesday 24 June: KS2 Sports Day (AM - timings TBC)  

• Tuesday 1 July: Early Years and KS1 Sports Day (AM - timings TBC) 

 

3. REQUESTS, REMINDERS AND GENERAL NOTES 

a. Inhalers: Children will be sent home with their inhalers on the last day of term. Please can you check the dates 

on the inhalers and return to the school office (NOT CLASSROOM) on the first day back. Thank you.  

b. Safety – staff car park: please can we remind you not to walk through the staff car park when dropping 

off/picking up from Octopus and Starfish clubs.  Please use the path between the hedge and the fence.  We have 

had lots of parents/carers walking through the car park with their children when staff/delivery vehicles are driving 

in/out of the car park which is extremely dangerous.  Thank you. 

c. Tennis Ball Donation: If you have any spare tennis balls that you no longer use and are in a good condition, 

please could these be donated to the school. Thank you, The P.E Department 

d. Little Fishes Nursery - 30 Hour Free Childcare Code Reminder – Just a reminder to apply now to 

ensure you have renewed your 30 hours free childcare code by 31 March 2025. Log in to your childcare 

account to check your details are up to date and reconfirm your eligibility by 31 March 2025 to ensure you 

continue to be eligible for 30 hours free childcare - gov.uk/sign-in-childcare-account. 

Contact the HMRC helpline if you are experiencing issues applying or reconfirming on 0300 1234 097. 

e. Free School Meals (FSM) – Means-tested FSMs are provided to children whose families meet specific income-

related criteria. If you think your child may be eligible for FSMs and you are not already in receipt of them, please 
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apply before the end of March 2025 to ensure your claim and future funding are protected.  Only applications 

processed before 1 April 2025 will maintain transitional protection.  

Transitional Protection Arrangements – From 1 April 2025, the Government's transitional protection 

arrangements for means tested Free School Meals (FSM) will end. Any eligible claims confirmed from this date 

will no longer be protected. This means any child confirmed as eligible for free school meals from 1 April 2025 

will be subject to ongoing checks to confirm continued eligibility. This will not impact any children who are 

already confirmed as eligible. Those already confirmed as eligible will maintain their eligibility until the end of 

their current phase of education. At that point, they will be re-assessed for their eligibility status. This will apply 

to all year 6 moving into year 7 in September 2025. These children will then be subject to ongoing checks to 

confirm continued eligibility. For further information and to check your eligibility please click on the 

following link - https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-school-

meals/ 

Please send any queries to the Free School Meals Eligibility Team at fsm@westsussex.gov.uk  

f. FSM Vouchers for Easter School Holidays 2025 - West Sussex County Council is pleased to confirm that 

families with Free School Meal (FSM) eligible children will, once again, be entitled to a voucher for each FSM 

child during the upcoming Easter school holiday 2024. FSM eligible families in West Sussex will be entitled to a 

£10.00 voucher per FSM child per week, which is a total of £20 per FSM child for the two-week holiday.  

Free School Meal vouchers for Easter school holiday 2025 

Any queries or issues can be directed to support@evouchers.com in the first instance or for further queries, 

please contact welfarecommunities@westsussex.gov.uk 

4. Christian Values Creativity Competition: Since last week we have been exploring our value of creativity and 

thought about the many different forms our creativity can take, whether it be artwork, music, photography, writing, 

dance, drama or gymnastics.  In the assembly on Tuesday 18th, I launched a competition which invites the children 

to share examples of their own creativity linked to our school values: creativity, friendship, compassion and respect.  

If your child would like to enter, they can submit an entry based on any or all of  our school values. They can work 

independently or as part of a group with their peers (demonstrating friendship). Entries can include: 

• A painting, drawing or collage no bigger than A4 size. 

• A sculpture or model e.g. Lego/junk modelling (or a photo of it if easier) 

• A piece of creative writing such as a story, poem, prayer or poster 

• A photograph they have taken to demonstrate the theme 

• Performance of a song or piece of music linked to a value 

• Performance of a dance or gymnastics routine linked to a value 

     All entries should be clearly labelled with the child or children's names and class names, and state which value/values 

they have chosen. If children are working on a performance piece, they must come and speak to me to let me know 

what they are working on so that I can arrange to see it once it is ready. 

The closing date for entries is the first day back after Easter (Tues 22 April).  All children who enter will receive a 

certificate and there will be a small prize for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places. The best entries (or photos of them) will be 

displayed on our values celebration board and the best performances will be showcased in assembly. I look forward 

to seeing the children's creativity shine through and for them to be able to share this with others.  Dr Bishop. 
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To book now sign up here > Book an open morning - Christ's Hospital 
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https://haf.bookinglab.co.uk/westsussex/37147/login  
                                                                                                       Due to high demand and limited spaces, please book here
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