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WEEKLY BULLETIN 23 Info for St Nic’s Parents & Carers                                                  Friday 7th March 2025
 

 
This has been a joyous week where we have been able to share the excitement of books alongside marvelling at the 

children's amazing array of book character costumes. The power and impact of books cannot be underestimated and 

lets all make every week one where we celebrate the wonder of books. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 
 

Mr Lincoln and the Senior Leadership Team 
 

 

1. COMMUNICATION 

• Website: please check the website for answers to queries before contacting the office.  General information 

can be found under the Parents & Carers tab.  Bulletins/letters are under Parents & Carers > News & Events. 

• Email: office@stnm.org.uk - please do not email staff directly (unless agreed previously).  

• Calendar: Follow the link for instructions on how to use or subscribe to the calendar. 

• Language of the Month: British Sign Language (BSL). As part of the month, we will be recognising British Sign 

Language Week in a couple of weeks time. 

• Sign of the Week: Pancake 

• Facebook page: facebook.com/stnmschool 

 

2. DATES AND EVENTS: click here for the dates list. 

• Wednesday 26th March: Y5 and 6, Musical Blitz, Shoreham Academy: Shoreham Academy would love to 

invite students Yrs 5/6 to a special Matinee/Dress Rehearsal performance of their latest production – Musical 

Blitz (featuring songs, dances and drama).  

 

3. REQUESTS, REMINDERS AND GENERAL NOTES 

a. Stranger Danger: Please could we ask you all to remind your children about stranger danger: 

• Don't go anywhere with strangers: Children should never go anywhere with a stranger, even if they 

know them, without a parent's permission. 

• Don't accept gifts: Children should not accept gifts, treats, or rides from strangers. 

• Don't share personal information: Children should not tell strangers their name or address. 

• Trust their instincts: Children should say no if they feel uncomfortable or scared. 

• Tell a trusted adult: Children should tell a trusted adult if they feel uncomfortable or if a stranger 

approaches them. 

b. Arbor Portal: We kindly request you to take a moment to log in to the Arbor Portal and check that your 

contact details are up-to-date. Accurate contact information ensures that we can reach you promptly in case of 

emergencies. As a primary guardian you can view and update the following information with regards to yourself 

and your child: 

• Phone numbers  

• Email addresses 

• Home address 

• Emergency contacts 

• Medical and dietary information 

• Religion 

• Mode of transport etc. 
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 For assistance please see the Arbor Support Page: Arbor Support Page Thank you for your help with keeping 

our records up to date. 

c. West Sussex County Council – Holiday Activities and Food Program: Bookings for the Easter HAF 

Programme can be made from 09:00 on 3 March 2025. Places are available at a range of different holiday clubs 

across the County for children and young people receiving benefits related free school meals. Each session 

includes a free nutritious meal, and every child can attend up to 4 sessions over the Easter break. All bookings 

need to be made using the online booking system. Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme - Easter 

booking process | West Sussex Services for Schools 

d. Little Fishes Nursery - 30 Hour Free Childcare Code Reminder – Just a reminder to apply now to 

ensure you have renewed your 30 hours free childcare code by 31 March 2025. Log in to your childcare 

account to check your details are up to date and reconfirm your eligibility by 31 March 2025 to ensure you 

continue to be eligible for 30 hours free childcare - gov.uk/sign-in-childcare-account. 

Contact the HMRC helpline if you are experiencing issues applying or reconfirming on 0300 1234 097. 

e. Free School Meals (FSM) – Means-tested FSMs are provided to children whose families meet specific income-

related criteria. If you think your child may be eligible for FSMs and you are not already in receipt of them, please 

apply before the end of March 2025 to ensure your claim and future funding are protected.  Only applications 

processed before 1 April 2025 will maintain transitional protection (see below). 

Transitional Protection Arrangements – From 1 April 2025, the Government's transitional protection 

arrangements for means tested Free School Meals (FSM) will end. Any eligible claims confirmed from this date 

will no longer be protected. This means any child confirmed as eligible for free school meals from 1 April 2025 

will be subject to ongoing checks to confirm continued eligibility. This will not impact any children who are 

already confirmed as eligible. Those already confirmed as eligible will maintain their eligibility until the end of 

their current phase of education. At that point, they will be re-assessed for their eligibility status. This will apply 

to all year 6 moving into year 7 in September 2025. These children will then be subject to ongoing checks to 

confirm continued eligibility. 

For further information and to check your eligibility please click on the following link - 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-school-

meals/ 

Please send any queries to the Free School Meals Eligibility Team at fsm@westsussex.gov.uk  

f. FSM Vouchers for Easter School Holidays 2025 - West Sussex County Council is pleased to confirm that 

families with Free School Meal (FSM) eligible children will, once again, be entitled to a voucher for each FSM 

child during the upcoming Easter school holiday 2024. FSM eligible families in West Sussex will be entitled to a 

£10.00 voucher per FSM child per week, which is a total of £20 per FSM child for the two-week holiday.  

Free School Meal vouchers for Easter school holiday 2025 

Any queries or issues can be directed to support@evouchers.com in the first instance or for further queries, 

please contact welfarecommunities@westsussex.gov.uk  

g. Family First Magazine - A free copy of the UK’s largest parenting title. https://familyfirst.co.uk/issue1-25-

download 

h. Donation of filling for Bean Bags – Our school is in need of bean bag filling to replenish our current bean 

bags. If you have any extra bean bag filling at home or are willing to donate some, we would greatly appreciate 

it!  Please drop any donations off to the school office. Thank you! 

 

4. Health: The latest data from UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) show norovirus cases are now at their highest 

levels since reporting began in 2014. It also shows a shift in circulating strains, which means that people who have 

already had the virus this winter could be at risk again. If you have diarrhoea and vomiting:  

• Stay home for 48 hours after symptoms clear  

• Do not visit hospitals and care homes   

• Wash hands with soap and warm water  

• Clean surfaces with bleach-based products 

• Don't prepare food for others   

 

5.  Smartphones:  As you will be very aware there is a significant movement both locally and nationally around the 

impact of smartphone use for children. Recently schools and community organisations in Brighton and Hove held a 

meeting/conference on this topic. A recording of this meeting can be found on YouTube under the banner 

‘Smartphone Free Childhood Brighton and Hove’- If parents are interested in viewing this, please be warned 

that the areas discussed including potentially upsetting themes.  
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As a school we continue to explore what Smartphone use means for our families and will be sending out relevant 

news stories – BBC news link below and a survey to give us a sense of parental feelings on this important issue.  

       Smartphones BBC News 
 

6. Great Athletes Fundraising Event: Over £4000 was raised from the Great Athletes event with Courtney 

Orange, some of which will go towards the charity.  I know all the children thoroughly enjoyed the day and we 

raised a staggering £2516 for our school plus an additional £138 from the sports crew cake sale! Thank you to 

everyone who contributed. Most children should have received their merchandise, any problems please speak to 

Miss Gullick. 

 

7.   Annie at Worthing Theatres: We are delighted to share that Bea from Y6 Oyster class will be playing one of 

the main orphan roles in Worthing Musical Theatre Company's 'Annie' at the Worthing Pavilion in a couple of 

weeks. Bea will be performing in the Thursday evening and final Saturday evening shows. See poster below for 

*special discounted* tickets. 

 

.  
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