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WEEKLY BULLETIN 15 for St Nic’s Parents & Carers                                                      Friday 19 December 2025
 

 

As we enter the final hours of the 2025 school year, we can 

‘nearly’ take a breath and reflect on another year of joy, 

humour, challenges, adventures and a never relenting 

atmosphere of love and care. There have been tremendous 

highs (our recent Christmas performances have filled our hearts 

with joy) and also incredibly tough times for the school to 

navigate. Throughout this all, we have been incredibly thankful 

for your support and encouragement. 

Have the most wonderful Christmas break, and we can’t wait to 

come back together for the excitement that 2026 will bring. 

Mr Lincoln and the Senior Leadership Team  

 
The children enjoyed panto fun this afternoon with an all star cast performing Cinderella! 

 

1. COMMUNICATION 

• Website: please check the website for answers to queries before contacting the office.  General information 

can be found under the Parents & Carers tab.  Bulletins/letters are under Parents & Carers > News & Events. 

• Email: office@stnm.org.uk - please do not email staff directly (unless agreed previously).  

• Calendar: Follow the link for instructions on how to use or subscribe to the calendar. 

• Language of the Month: French (Joyeux Noël!) 

• Sign of the Week: Christmas 

• Facebook page: facebook.com/stnmschool 

 

2. DATES AND EVENTS: click here for the dates list. 

• Inset Day – Monday 5 January 2026: school closed for all children, including nursery. 

• Art Week – Week commencing the 12 January 2026 
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We all know that December is such a busy month and often January can seem like a tricky time to get 

through. This is why as a school we want to reframe January as #Joyful January! 

Plans are still coming together however we intend to put on opportunities for fun and excitement through 

the days and also special events. Look out for the separate communication coming at the start of 2026! 
 

3. REQUESTS, REMINDERS AND GENERAL NOTES 
 

• Donations in memory of Mandy Baker: following the sad news last week of the passing of our lovely teacher, 

Mandy Baker, we would like to thank you for your kind messages of support.  If you wish to do so, the family 

would welcome donations to St Barnabas House: https://www.stbarnabas-

hospice.org.uk/donate/?campaign=nav_button&source=donate_today&medium=digital&_ga=2.154037169.8062

20584.1635144887-1924430568.1635246973   As a school, we will do something to remember and 

commemorate Mandy in the New Year and will share details of this after the Christmas break. 
 

• Key Stage 1 Playground Games:  The games for the first week of next term are: What’s the time Mr Wolf? 

and Captain’s Coming. Please see the end of this bulletin for how to play these games. 
 

• NO NUTS: please do not send any items of food that contain nuts into school with your child(ren).  

We have pupils and staff who are allergic to nuts and this could cause a medical emergency. 

 

• Medication: If your child uses an inhaler, EpiPen, or any other medication, please take a moment over the 

Christmas break to wash their inhaler spacer and check their medication. When we return in January, we kindly 

ask that all inhalers, EpiPens, and any other medication are brought back to the school office so we can update 

our records and paperwork. Thank you for helping us keep everything safe and ready for the new term. 

 

• Please return school books: Please could we politely ask that all finished school books are returned to school. 

This includes any Phonics, Reading Trolley and normal library books. [THANK YOU FOR THOSE 

ALREADY RETURNED AND FOR ANY MORE THAT WILL COME BACK AFTER THE 

CHRISTMAS BREAK]We would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of our wonderful parent 

readers, who come in every week to support the children with their reading - you really do make a difference! If 

you would like to volunteer in the future, please do get in touch with us via the Office - even 15 minutes a week 

has a big impact! Thank you very much for your continued support. Best wishes, The English Team. 

 

• OUTSTANDING PAYMENTS FOR TRIPS AND EVENTS: We currently have £1,176.88 in outstanding 

payments for class trips and events. Please could we kindly ask any parents or carers who have not yet made 

payment to do so as soon as possible. This is a significant amount for the school to subsidise, and your prompt 

support would be greatly appreciated. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 
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• Stay safe and well this winter – note from West Sussex: As the colder months set in, it’s important to be 

prepared. For practical tips on winter wellbeing and details on where to find support if you need it, visit the 

Keeping safe this winter page. In addition, a new guide from the Association of Ambulance Chief Executives 

provides advice on what to do if you fall this winter. The guide covers what to do: if you feel able to get up safely; 

if you cannot get up; when to call 999 for an ambulance; when to call NHS111; and how to prevent falls. 

• Get ready to reduce waste this Christmas: Here’s some top tips from our West Sussex Recycles team to 

help you reduce your waste this festive season: 

➢ Recyclable wrapping paper: buy wrapping paper that can be recycled at home; look for rolls that aren't 

wrapped in plastic and don’t have too much glitter. You will then reduce your plastic waste and make sure it 

passes the 'scrunch test'. Scrunchable paper means you can recycle the paper once the gift has been 

unwrapped!   

➢ Think about the gifts you give: give experiences, shop second hand or make your own gift. 

➢ Recycle everything you can: recyclable items include Christmas cards, wrapping paper (that passes the 

scrunch test), paper bags, glass bottles and jars, plastic bottles (with lids on), plastic pots, tubs (including 

sweet/chocolate tubs), trays (including black plastic), tins, cans, foil, and crisp tubes (eg Pringles). Just make 

sure your recycling is clean, dry and loose.  For more information, check out our A-Z here. 

• Local holiday fun for all! (from West Sussex) 

Looking for ways to keep the whole family entertained this Christmas and New Year? Experience Sussex is full 

of family-friendly ideas to enjoy during the holidays. 

Why not get your skates on at a festive pop-up ice rink? Or treat yourself to an experience at one of the stunning 

light trails around West Sussex.   

For Boxing Day walks, check out our guide to winter walks along the South Downs or the coast, then warm up 

with a hot chocolate by searching a local café or pub.   

As the New Year approaches, plan a day exploring the countryside or local nature trails. It’s the ideal way to 

start 2026 with fresh air and family time.  

Discover local festive fun! 
 

And as you take in the festive lights and sights across the county, why not make the journey part of the joy? 

With improved bus stops, upgraded shelters, and new bus lanes, we’ve made changes to help make your journeys 

smoother and more enjoyable. 

Let the bus be your sleigh as you enjoy the magic of the holidays! 

Bus it! 
 

4. ART WEEK: As part of Art week, commencing the 12 January 2026, we are planning to create a whole school 

piece of artwork. To do this, we would like each pupil to bring in a small rock or a pebble to decorate for the week 

commencing the 6 January 2026. To end the week we are going to have a Friday assembly called 'The parade of me.' 
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Children can choose to wear self-designed masks, hats or costumes that represent their identity. We will be 

celebrating children's art learning this week and children being themselves. 
 

5. BOOK YOURSELF ON TO THIS READING CHALLENGE! In 2025, our Library Service celebrated 100 

years of being at the heart of the community right across West Sussex by sharing a love of reading. Libraries are 

now launching their 2026 reading challenge: My Year of Reading. Throughout the year readers will explore 12 

themes, each one encouraging them to build small, meaningful reading moments into their routine, and improve 

their wellbeing. Everyone is welcome to join in - individuals, reading groups and families. The challenge starts in 

January but you can register now. To help you along the way, we’ve created booklets you can use to track your 

reading journey which you can pick up from your local library and also included additional activities to either swap 

with the monthly themes or to do alongside. Sign up now! 

 
6. CYGNETS ART CLASSES – SPRING TERM 2026: Cygnets Art School is now taking bookings for Magical 

Scenes art classes at St Nicolas & St Mary Primary. These creative sessions for ages 4+ focus on drawing, painting, 

and sculpture using professional-quality materials. Book here: https://cygnets-art-school-hove.classforkids.io/info/83 

More information can be found in the leaflet at the end of the bulletin. 

 

7. FREE HARMONICA TASTER SESSIONS AT SCHOOL on Wednesday 7 January 2026:  

 

 

 

 

 

If you’d like to try the harmonica for free, professional player and tutor Richard Taylor will be leading taster sessions 

after lunch on Wednesday 7 January. Places are limited and allocated on a first come first served basis. To reserve 

your place visit www.harpacademy.co.uk  Click the Gold Harmonica and select FREE TASTER. Participants get to 

keep their taster harmonica! Richard’s taster sessions are without obligation, but if you enjoy your trial and wish to 

continue music learning on the harmonica Richard will be running weekly music groups in January for which places 

are currently available. Harmonica courses run after lunch on Wednesdays for 10 weeks and cost £75.00. 

This is an affordable, fun, creative, and confidence-building music activity for any child. Music sessions are aligned 

with the National Curriculum for Music, helping children to play familiar tunes, explore diverse musical styles, learn 

rhythm, melody, and build confidence and musical creativity with a view to performing at school and in public. 

Whether your child is a complete beginner or already loves music, the harmonica is an exciting, affordable, easy-to-

play instrument that makes music learning accessible. Let’s make Wednesdays the highlight of your child’s week, 

with music, smiles, and a whole lot of harmonica fun! 

Register for your free taster now at www.harpacademy.co.uk by clicking the Gold Harmonica (smart phone users 

may need to scroll down), or call Richard Taylor on 07525 256954 - See Leaflets below for further information. 

 

8. FREE SCHOOL MEAL VOUCHERS, CHRISTMAS 2025: families with Free School Meal eligible children will 

be entitled to a voucher for each FSM child during the upcoming winter school holiday.  FSM eligible families in West 

Sussex will be entitled to a total of £10.00 worth of vouchers per child, per week, a total of £20.00, to span the 

entirety of the winter school holiday period. All vouchers will be distributed on Friday 19 December. 

 

http://www.stnicolasmary.w-sussex.sch.uk/
mailto:office@stnm.org.uk
https://www.stnicolasmary.w-sussex.sch.uk/page/?title=Calendar+and+Dates&pid=1379
https://www.stnicolasmary.w-sussex.sch.uk/page/?title=How+to+use&pid=1385
https://www.stnicolasmary.w-sussex.sch.uk/page/?title=Subscribing&pid=1400
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Farena.westsussex.gov.uk%252Fmy-year-of-reading%2F1%2F0101019b27593784-41986c03-c37a-481f-90ee-c28f95c3823e-000000%2FnToQi7dgnfvwxYe8lzpDDKo_In7IM6Rpu4sYYVUIQxA%3D435&data=05%7C02%7CALobley%40stnm.org.uk%7C31b7aa0bef424984709c08de3cb35703%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C639014938196122557%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GsGvwTT44qpLQ1MKPicTo8PSBYS%2BdkI%2BgVuIqBP6lAc%3D&reserved=0
https://westsussex-self.achieveservice.com/en/AchieveForms/?mode=fill&consentMessage=yes&form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Process-cef5913b-b302-467e-bb8b-2c87bd1da181/AF-Stage-3cde8b01-ac01-46d2-bad0-5adfbf14e05e/definition.json&process=1&process_uri=sandbox-processes://AF-Process-cef5913b-b302-467e-bb8b-2c87bd1da181&process_id=AF-Process-cef5913b-b302-467e-bb8b-2c87bd1da181&noLoginPrompt=1
https://cygnets-art-school-hove.classforkids.io/info/83
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.harpacademy.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CALobley%40stnm.org.uk%7C9f9f4f0d35364efd626608de2e59293f%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C638999157645247251%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w2gyY4mCM%2B5E0MDvjUyP%2FZWTp58iO5UnNq1Qdr8UKtU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.harpacademy.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CALobley%40stnm.org.uk%7C9f9f4f0d35364efd626608de2e59293f%7C93517d92c117455fbacf60446451c29d%7C0%7C0%7C638999157645278271%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CoEPZ%2FV0aRxF37aiNN2%2BBLOrv0uL3DP7UfnSpxOp0Kk%3D&reserved=0


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

: www.stnicolasmary.w-sussex.sch.uk Em: office@stnm.org.uk   Calendar: click on link for how to use or subscribe 

9. COMMUNITY HUB: Those children and families that are not eligible for FSM will be able to access urgent 

support for food via the West Sussex County Council Community Hub. The Community Hub can be contacted on 

0330 222 7980 and is open 09:00 – 17:00, seven days a week (except bank holidays, when they are open between 

10:00 – 14:00). Further information can be found via the WSCC website.  Should you require any further information 

or advice about the scheme, please contact communities@westsussex.gov.uk  

 

10. DEADLINE FOR APPLYING FOR A SCHOOL PLACE FOR YOUR CHILD IS: Thursday 15 January 

2026. Please see leaflets at the end of the bulletin for further information. 

 

11. LITTLE FISHES NURSERY - 30 HOUR FREE CHILDCARE CODE REMINDER – RENEW BY 31ST 

DECEMBER: Just a reminder to apply now to ensure you have renewed your 30 hours free childcare code by 31st 

December 2025 to ensure you continue to be eligible for 30 hours free childcare in the Spring term.  Log in to your 

childcare account to check your details are up to date and reconfirm your eligibility by 31 December 2025 

gov.uk/sign-in-childcare-account Contact the HMRC helpline if you are experiencing issues applying or reconfirming 

on 0300 1234 097. 

 

12. SPORTS REPORT: We began this half term with a sensational gymnastics display that truly wowed the audience. 

The routines showcased incredible skill and creativity, with vaulting being a particular highlight—every participant 

demonstrated confidence and precision. Next came the excitement of the basketball finals. The competition was 

fierce, and the semi-final went right down to golden balls to decide who would progress. In the end, we secured 

second place, which was an outstanding achievement and earned us qualification for the county finals—a fantastic 

result for the team! To round off the term, we hosted our largest cross-country event yet. Every year group took 

part, showing determination and sportsmanship throughout. A special mention goes to our fantastic Year 4 boys 

and girls, who claimed victory in their category. Individual achievements were equally impressive: Evelyn stormed 

to 1st place, Elsie secured 2nd, and Olive came in 3rd among the girls, while Jacob achieved a brilliant 2nd place 

in the boys’ race, and Preston 3rd. Well done also to Daisy, Theo and the Year 6 boys` team who have all qualified 

for the next round of the Year 5 and 6 Competition. It has been a term full of energy, teamwork, and outstanding 

performances—well done to everyone involved!  

Sporting heroes A big congratulations to Elsie A and Emily H who are this terms Sporting heroes.  

Sports Crew Congratulations to our newly appointed Sports Crew, Roxy and Evie. Both girls have been recognised 

for their help in clubs and have proven to be excellent role models. 

 

13. STARFISH CLUB NEWS: We have been busy having lots of festive fun at Starfish club, there has been 

a lovely cosy Christmasy feel to the club in December.  We have been Christmas crafting, colouring and 

creating festive treats.  The children made a fantastic job of creating some lovely painted glass lanterns 

using recycled jam jars from breakfast club.  They have made beautiful angels tree decorations, Rudolf 

pancakes, Snowman and Christmas Pudding biscuits.  
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