History Year 3

The Mayans

Pupils will be taught about a non-European society that provides contrasts with British
history: The Mayan civilization c¢. AD 900 (NC)
Key Facts

o The Maya created a writing system using symbols

»  The Mayan, or Maya, people lived. in called glyphs.
Mesoamerica. (modern day Mexico and Central o The Maya were expert mathematicians and
America,). astronomers.

o The Ancient Mayan civilisation was well
established by around 1100 BC. The Mayan
people still exist today.

o The ancient Maya were deeply religious and
believed in many gods.
o The Maya created many different types of

e By around AD 800, cdities in the rainforest were artwork.
abandoned and people moved north. It is thought «  Maize or corn was the main food of the Maya
this was because there was an extensive drought people.

in the area that lasted a long time.

e The Spanish invaders, who arrived in the |6%
Century, took over the region.

o The Maya built hundreds of cities with many
temples, palaces and monuments such as in the
city of Chichen Itza.

o Every Mayan city had a ball court where games
were played such as pok-ta-pok.

= c AD 900: Mayan Classical Period
Anglo-Saxon and Viking Britain.

The area the Maya

used to live in spreads over
five countries today. These
are: Mexico, Belize,
Guatemala, Honduras and
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